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Blood Drive 
EMMA REILLY 
Staff Reporter

   Every year the Latin Club 
at Charlotte Catholic hosts it 
semiannual blood drive while 
encouraging students to give 
blood and help those in need. 
The service is provided by the 
Red Cross who do an excellent 
job at easing the students while 
providing a friendly and com-
fortable environment.
    To sign up, students during 
their lunch period write their 
name in the preferred class 
period to have their blood taken. 
They then must get a permission 
slip signed if he or she is under 
18 years of age. Students are 
then pulled out of their selected 
class period by “runners” or of-
fice assistants and are brought 
down to the lobby to and then 
proceed to register for the blood 
drive on their phones by filling 
out a questionnaire confirming 
they are physically well and able 

to continue with the blood drive 
process. 
    While waiting students are 
able to finish homework and 
converse with others, the Latin 
Club also provides snacks such 
as muffins and drinks for stu-
dents to prevent students from 
possibly fainting and keeping 
them well-nourished and hydrat-
ed. Stephanie Falcone, a junior, 
said “the students and parents 
who help with the blood drive 
did a great job of keeping 

us comfortable and calm before 
our turn was called. I felt very 
relaxed and not nervous at all 
because I was very well in-
formed and comfortable before 
giving blood.”
    Students are then called and 
brought to the bus where they 
are tested to confirm their iron 
levels are at the correct and 
safe levels to give blood. If the 
levels are regular students, then 
proceed to give blood. The staff 
did a fantastic job of keeping 

the students calm and talked 
and joked with them providing 
a pleasant environment. Ab-
bey Walsh said “I was nervous, 
but the people there were really 
friendly and comforting, it is a 
great experience that everyone 
should experience, it’s great to 
give back to help the commu-
nity.
    This blood drive came at a 
perfect time as the people in 
the community are in dire need 
of blood as many drives were 
shut down due to the impact of 
Hurricane Florence and Hur-
ricane Michael. Madison Kelly, 
a junior, said “I thought it was 
fun and I felt good about myself 
while doing it knowing that I am 
helping others.”
    The blood drive was a great 
way to bring the community 
together and help those in dire 
need of help.
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Plumbing Issues Rain Down on Catholic
ERIN ARTHUR AND  ETHAN SCOTT 
Staff Reporters

   Charlotte Catholic was shut down 
on January 4th, due to flooding in 
the commons area.  The school is 
working to fix the plumbing issues 
and they have hired an engineer to 
help find a permanent solution. 
  When the commons area flooded, 
several people witnessed the water 
cover the floor. One surprised ju-
nior stated, “there were two inches 
of water covering the floor.” 
  In an interview with the dean of 
students, Mr. Belk said, “some of 
the issues are being solved as we 
speak. Part of the kitchen and the 
three girls’ bathrooms by the main 
stairs were the main problem for 
the flood, so we have installed a 
water tank; the water tank is on a 
timer to flush the line to keep the 
pipes clean.” 
  Charlotte Catholic has also hired a 
plumber named Forest Temple.
  Though only one main old pipe 

was affected, the school is planning 
on repairing the pipe on March 
22nd if the weather permits. The 
key part of the repair is supposed to 
take place in the courtyard near the 
commons area.
  Mr. Telford said, “the pipe caus-
ing the problem is right under our 
noses. Right by the commons area 
there is the main staircase and a 
side staircase. The pipe is directly 
under the side staircase and runs 
out into the courtyard by the art 
room. It makes a “J” turn and runs 
parallel to the fence going towards 
the gym. The gym was an add-on, 
so the pipe runs towards football 
stadium.”
  The lowest points in the school 
are the drains that connect to the 
sewage pipes on the first floor in 
the commons area.  However, the 
plan is to make the drain in the 
courtyard the lowest point, so if the 

drains overflow again, it will flood 
outside instead of the drains inside.
  The pipe was supposedly as old 
as the building, which was built in 
1972.  The building was originally 
occupied by an engineering com-
pany, but was remodeled to accom-
modate classrooms and laborato-
ries.
 If the bathrooms are repaired and 
in working condition, then they 
will be back up and running if rain 
doesn’t stop the process.
  Fortunately, this problem has 
prompted Charlotte Catholic to 
renovate all the bathrooms in the 
old building.  This should take 
place during the summer, and Mr. 
Telford said, “Our goal is for the 
bathrooms to resemble the gym 
bathrooms by the lobby. Even 
though some of our goals are to 
polish some of the old appliances, 
we are aiming for new floor tiles 

and sinks.”
  Also, students may be wonder-
ing about the water leak from the 
ceiling light on the third floor near 
the main stairs. Apparently, it was 
either a roof leak or a leak coming 
from the heating system above the 
light, which has been replaced.
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Boys Basketball Brings the Heat for Playoffs

TOM TYSON
Staff Reporter
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    The 2018-2019 Charlotte 
Catholic men’s basketball sea-
son is in full swing, and it has 
been thrilling so far.  The team, 
led by coach Mike King, fin-
ished the regular season 18-7 
overall and 13-1 in conference 
play.
  With the playoffs starting 
soon, the team knows that it 
will have to bring its best ef-
fort to every game, or else their 
great season could be over. The 
pressure seems to motivate the 
Cougars, who appear to thrive 
when their backs are against the 
wall.
  When asked about his thoughts 
on the season so far, Jack 
Dortch, a junior guard for the 
Cougars, said, “The season has 
been pretty good; we’ve had a 
pretty successful year but we 
still have a lot ahead of us.”  

  While many teams seem to 
fade away towards the end of 
the year due to fatigue or in-
juries, the team is determined 
to not let that happen to them.  
Sophomore guard Colin Thom-
as, when asked how they will be 
preparing for the playoffs, said, 
“We will continue to practice 
and get mentally prepared for 
upcoming games.”
  The team has proven that they 
are able to overcome adversity, 
judging by their 13-1 record 
in conference play after a me-
diocre 5-6 start to the season.  
Their outstanding performance 
in the conference has also come 
with some memorable mo-
ments.
  When asked about their favor-
ite moments this season, both 
Thomas and Dortch referenced 
the number of game winners 

throughout the course of the 
season.
  Dortch said, “My favorite mo-
ments have come from all our 
close wins that have brought 
us together as a team and given 
us confidence in one another.”  
The ability to win close games 
has the Cougars riding high 
heading into the playoffs.

The ability to win close 
games has the Cougars riding 
high heading into the play-
offs.

  The team understands that 
when they perform to their 
potential, they have the ability 
to go all the way. Dortch said, 
“If we stay focused and follow 
what coach has to say, I think 
we have a shot to make a lot of 

noise in the state playoffs.”
  Will the Cougars achieve 
greatness, or will they fizzle out 
like so many other teams have 
done in the past?  That ques-
tion will be answered in a few 
short weeks.  One thing is for 
sure: this team is hungry and 
won’t be satisfied until they add 
a state championship to their 
names.
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Girls Basketball Looks to Finish with Slam Dunk 
RACHEL DEROCHI
Staff Reporter
  As with other winter sports teams, 
the varsity girls’ basketball team is 
looking toward the state playoffs. 
The Lady Cougars have had a suc-
cessful season so far, with an over-
all record of 20-6 and a conference 
record of 12-2. 
As the season continues, the players 
are focusing on upcoming games. 
Anne Culicerto, a junior, had noth-
ing but good things to say about 
her team and her excitement for the 
playoffs. “I am really excited to see 
all of the things that we have been 
working on come together in the 
playoffs,” she said, “we have defi-
nitely put in a lot of time, and it is 
safe to say that we have improved 
so much this season.” 
Coach Conrad agreed with Culicer-
to. “We had seven seniors last year 
who graduated, and even with that 
we’ve improved on our record and 
we’ve just gotten better and better,” 
he said. 

Morgan Thompson, a sophomore, is 
equally excited about the playoffs. 
“I am super excited for the competi-
tiveness of the games and that we 
are hopefully able to go far in the 
playoffs because we have worked 
so hard.” 
  Culicerto adds, “I think that we 
are going to have a great run at the 
playoffs, and I know that we all are 
really excited and determined to 
play our hearts out.”   
  Thompson had something to add 
about the upcoming competition 

in the playoffs. “I think that we are 
going to play really good teams, but 
our hard work will for sure pay off, 
and I think that we can go very far 
because of how hard we work,” she 
said. 
  Coach Conrad also said, “the goal 
is always just to keep winning… so 
as of today make it one round fur-
ther and as of tomorrow make it one 
round further than that.” The girls 
also have a lot to say about the end 
to their season. “I’m going to really 
miss seeing everyone every single 

day because I do not get to see a lot 
of my teammates during the school 
day,” said Culicerto. She also went 
on to say, “things like team meals 
and getting hype at practice and 
games will be missed very much.” 
  The players then went on to talk 
about what they are going to miss 
the most about the season. “The 
most memorable moment of the 
year was probably when a senior on 
our team, Clara Flatau, scored the 
winning free throw against Cuthb-
ertson High School, and we ended 
their undefeated season,” said 
Culicerto. 
  Overall, while the varsity girls’ 
basketball team is extremely ex-
cited for the playoffs, they are also 
nostalgic and sad about the season 
coming to an end. They expect stiff 
competition, but they have been 
working hard and expect to win 
states. 
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Swim and Dive Team Makes a Splash at States
JULIA GRZESKIEWICZ
Staff Reporter

  Sports have been a huge staple 
of Charlotte Catholic’s legacy for 
decades. With state titles and cham-
pionships from almost all teams, the 
Charlotte Catholic community is ex-
tremely proud of the hard work that 
student athletes put into their efforts. 
Swim and Dive, one of the most 
successful teams at Catholic, holds a 
large number of state championship 
titles and records won by students 
throughout the years.
  This year’s team is no exception 
as the girls’ Swim and Dive team 
brought home yet another State 
Championship. With many great 
swimmers, the Swim and Dive team 
had tons of talent to showcase at the 
meet.
  Veteran swimmers, such as junior 
Victoria Dichak, took home high-
placing awards in team relays and 
individual medleys. In discussing 
her experience, Dichak said, “This 
meet always has so much energy, so 

it was so much fun to be winning 
the relays and other events because 
it was all team-oriented. We had to 
make sure we secured spots in the fi-
nals and everyone did so well. Many 
personal bests were achieved and I 
can’t wait to swim with this super 
fun team next year.” 
  Although there are more experi-
enced swimmers on the team, there 
are also fresh faces who attended 
their first state meet. Freshman So-
phie Gornet said, “It was so exciting 
and I was honored to be a part of the 
team. The team worked extremely

hard at all practices throughout 
the season. We all bonded and got 
to know each other on the way to 
Cary and all throughout the season 
as well. Getting announced as state 
champions was a surreal moment 
and we were all so happy. I was ba-
sically smiling the whole trip, it was 
so much fun.” 
  The great teamwork and support 
shown by the team displays itself 
while they cheer each other on 
throughout the season. Support and 
encouragement bring the team to-
gether and work as key components 

to their success. 
  About the awards won by the 
boys’ team, junior Jack Meehan 
stated, “Runner-runner up is a very 
prestigious award, and I could not 
be happier for the team. Our boys 
team swam against some of the best 
swimmers in the state and all seven 
of us put in a huge amount of work. 
I’m looking forward to defending 
our title next year, and hopefully 
seizing that long sought after award: 
runner up.” Meehan loves working 
and competing with his team and 
hopes for greater success with next 
year’s season.
  The Swim and Dive team is incred-
ibly proud of their awards and their 
achievements this season and cannot 
wait for the next one to begin. Their 
months of practice and hard work 
paid off and left them feeling happy 
and hopeful that next year brings 
even more success.
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  As the spring season com-
mences, the Men’s Varsity 
Tennis team prepares for their 
season opener at home against 
Piedmont. Although the team 
looks to start off the season 
strong, there has already been 
some bumps in the road. 
  One senior, Chris Teves, was 
kicked off the Tennis team by 
coach Jo Cabana for alleg-
edly fixing matches during 
tryouts with junior Tommy 
Mooney. This left Teves with-
out a sport to play during the 
final stretch of his high school 
career. 
  The team, lead by coach Jo 
Cabana, has set their sights on 
winning the conference and 
state championships and are 
practicing almost everyday 
to achieve that goal. When 

Staff Men’s Tennis
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RYAN NOFSINGER
Staff Reporter

asked about his expectations 
for the season, junior captain 
and line one Thomas Tyson 
said, “This is the first time 
that I’ve been playing Catho-
lic tennis where the lineup is 
not mostly underclassmen so 
I’m expecting us to be bet-
ter in close matches due to 
the amount of experience we 
possess. We also have a lot of 
depth this year so I’m ex-
pecting us to win a lot of our 
lower line matches.”
  Most players on the team 
share a similar mindset to this 
and all have the same goal in 
mind. With this goal in mind, 
junior Christian Miller com-
mented on the team’s chem-
istry and goals saying, ““The 
team gets along well and I’m 
looking forward to a good 

season with my brothers.”
  The Mens Tennis team looks 
to duplicate what the girls 
team has done with an abun-
dance of success as a team 
along with individual players 
performing well at states.
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Girl’s Lacrosse Leaps Into New Season

EMMA GATEWOOD
Staff Reporter
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With the end of the winter sports season, 
Charlotte Catholic spring sports teams are 
gearing up for a new season, including the 
girls’ lacrosse team. Last season, the girls 
made it to the state championship, and 
hope to see even more success this year.
  The team said goodbye to four seniors last 
year and welcomed four freshmen to the 
team this year. Sophomore Taylor Flesch, 
who is a second-year varsity player, said, 
“I think the biggest challenge this season 
will be adapting to losing our seniors and 
learning more about the freshmen and how 
they play.” Junior Anne Culicerto added, 
“I think since most of our team is back 
together from last year we all really work 
well together. 
  The freshmen have a lot of talent and I 
know that they are going to keep improv-
ing as they get used to the team, which 
makes me super excited. The seniors are 
definitely missed and they were great lead-
ers that prepared everyone to step up in 
their place.”
  On and off the field, the lacrosse team 
has grown close and works well together. 
Freshman Emily Knapp is excited for 
the season, she said, “I think the team 
has amazing chemistry and the season 
has started off great.” Coach Denise Bier 
agreed, she said, “Although we lost some
great defenders, I think that we have a lot 
of younger girls ready to step up and take 

their place.”
  The team has a lot to look forward to this 
season. Culicerto said, “I am looking for-
ward to our first home game currently, but 
ultimately I’m looking forward to a strong 
season where we can make it back to the 
state championship!” Senior Riley Lowe 
is excited about the team’s chemistry, she 
said, “I think this season will be great. We 
are a stronger team this year. Last year we 
went to states but lost, hopefully this year 
we will win.”
  A common goal amongst the girls is 

returning to the state championship and 
winning it all. Derochi said, “We’re hoping 
to make it to the state championship again 
and we definitely think we can win it this 
year.” Confident in her team’s abilities, Cu-
licerto added, “I think this season we can 
take our experience in the state champion-
ship and all the games in the state playoffs 
to better prepare us for this year. I think 
having that familiarity with these games 
will give us a lot of confidence and an even 
stronger focus.”
  The team’s main focuses this season are 

working both the defense and the offense 
to create an all-around strong team. Coach 
Bier said, “I think last season offensively 
we went to a feed and finish and this year 
I would like to make sure we are working 
the whole offense this year to make sure 
we’re dodging from low more often.”              
  Last year, the team worked most passing 
quickly to get shots off, but now Coach 
Bier wants to focus on using the whole of-
fensive line to score goals.
 Bier also added, “The defensive end is 
good, maybe I got away from focusing so 
much on one vs. one defense so I think 
we’re going to start doing more of that, one 
vs. ones, double teams, how to make a wall 
at that eight-meter.” 
  The girls’ defense looks strong this year, 
but Coach Bier wants to work on using 
double teams, when two defenders work 
together to stop the ball, and one vs. one 
defense, where only one girl is left to 
defend an attacker. She wants to set up a 
strong defense and ensure that no one can 
cross the eight-meter line, the boundary 
that extends from the goal.
  The team is prepared to face a lot of com-
petition this season and have been work-
ing hard with their first game set to be on 
March 8th. All the girls are excited for the 
season and continue to grow as a team. 
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Girls Soccer Seeks to Score Big
TAYLOR FLESCH 
Staff Reporter

  The Women’s Varsity Soccer Team is 
back and is looking forward to anoth-
er great season at Charlotte Catholic!  
Last year, The Cougars ended with 
a perfect record, winning all confer-
ence games, but lost to Weddington in 
the game of the playoffs. This team, 
coached by Gary Hoilett, is showing 
great promise for another outstanding 
season in 2019.
  The team lost nine seniors from last 
year’s roster which is always a dif-
ficult thing to adapt to the following 
season. Sophomore Meghan Lang 
said, “ There were a lot of really good 
seniors from last year, and I miss 
playing with them. It’s weird without 
them.” Meghan also shared that even 
that the team is still getting to know 
the new players and she hopes that 
the team will be able to build a strong 
bond as they did last year.
  The team’s coach, Gary Hoilett, 
has been working hard to make 
sure this team acknowledges their 
strengths and utilizes them on the 

field. He said, “we have quite a few 
strong offensive players who will be a 
huge asset to the team. On the defen-
sive side, the team has lost a few key 
players on defense from the previous 
year’s senior class, so it is crucial that 
we continuously work to build up a 
solid defense. 
  Coach Gary also commented on how 
although there will be several chal-

lenges this season, and he believes it 
is pivotal that the returners step up to 
lead the team and fill the spots of last 
year’s seniors.
  The girls also know how to keep it 
fun and exciting on and off the field. 
Samantha Ferry said, “ I always look 
forward to the locker room before 
games because we would get so hype 
and it was so much fun.” She also 
mentioned how she appreciated the 

upperclassmen and enjoyed not be-
ing treated differently because she 
is younger. Every girl on this team 
respects the others, which shows 
through their actions on the field. 
  This season, the girls are more 
determined than ever to make it to 
the state championship. The team’s 
goalie, Ella Futch, said, “ My biggest 
goal is to have more shutouts than 
ever.” Futch and the rest of the team 
are ready to redeem themselves after 
their devastating loss to Weddington 
in the playoffs last year. Weddington 
will most likely be the team’s biggest 
rival this season but the team thirsts 
for revenge.
  The first game of the season is 
March 12th at home against Pied-
mont, and the Cougars are ready to 
take the field and begin what is sure 
to be a great season. 
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Gala Generates Donations for Fine Arts

MAGARET SIZELAND
Staff Reporter
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    The 2019 Pot of Gold 
teachers’ wish list campaign 
has been a tremendous suc-
cess thanks to Charlotte 
Catholic parents, with all 
requested wish list items 
awarded-- plus a hefty dona-
tion. 
   The department with the 
highest price on their wish 
list was the Fine Arts depart-
ment with $4,120 worth of 
items- mainly large tools for 
the Ceramics class. One ju-
nior in the class said, “it will 
be exciting to be able to use 
these new tools, and they 
will make a lot of things 
easier when shaping and 
glazing.” 
   Another major investment 
in the Fine Arts department 

is six tablets for drawing and 
photo editing, which Pho-
tography teacher Mrs. Joann 
Keane says, “will really en-
hance our students’ technical 
ability and fuel creativity.” 
   Many of the Fine Arts 
teachers agreed that this 
wish list campaign is a key 
way for them to receive 
items that will be helpful in 
instruction without having to 
shell out 
themselves: one remarked, 
“I always feel a bit sad when 
I see interesting tools our 
students could really use and 
enjoy, but are too expensive 
for me or the school to buy. 
The Pot of Gold auction, the 
Teacher Impact Fund- these 
really help us and our stu-

dents.”
 The CCHS Foundation, 
which sponsors the The Pot 
of Gold Auction, also began 
the Sister Paulette Williams 
RSM Award for Outstanding 
Service in 2016. This award 
gives the top five teach-
ers every year at Charlotte 
Catholic endowments in or-
der to fund further projects 
to make their curriculum 
even better. 
   The CCHS Foundation 
even sponsors grants for 
specific items, like the Art 
Department’s clay kiln and 
material restocking for the 
Costume Design class. From 
any student who borrows 
a calculator from a teacher 
to the altar servers in new 

cassocks and award-winning 
photography students, Char-
lotte Catholic benefits every 
year from these generous 
parent and corporate dona-
tions.
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Oscars Awe Students
BEN FRONDORF
Staff Reporter
   The Academy Awards, more popular-
ly known as the Oscars, is the most fa-
mous and most important award show 
in the history of entertainment, yet it 
is also the most controversial.  The 
Oscars cover a wide range of fields 
such as best actor/actress, best lighting, 
best animated feature and the coveted 
Best Picture Award.  While the Oscars 
are always controversial, this year, the 
controversies began long before the 
nominations were even released. 
  In August 2018, the Oscars intro-
duced a new category called the “Most 
Popular Film Award.”  This decision 
was met with a great deal of criticism 
worldwide, especially from fans of the 
blockbuster and Best Picture nominee 
Black Panther.  Senior and co-president 
of the Film Club, Isabela Ceely com-
mented on the proposed category, “I 
think it was a stupid category, it wasn’t 
wanted or needed” she said. After criti-
cism and backlash, the Oscars removed 
the category.  But this was only the 
first controversy for the ceremony.
  On December 4, 2018, the Oscars 

announced that comedic actor, Kevin 
Hart, was to host the event.  However, 
people around the internet began to dig 
into Hart’s past and uncovered what 
many deemed as homophobic tweets.  
The debacle quickly grew to a point 
that Hart considered “out of hand”, and 
he resigned from hosting, making this 
the first Oscars since 1989 to not have 
a host.  Some students of Charlotte 
Catholic objected to the criticism Hart 
received.  Sophomore Jacob Eugene 
commented on the subject saying “It’s 
really stupid how people use others 
pasts against them.  It was 10 years 
ago, who cares?” Finally, on February 
10, 2019, the Oscars

   

cars released their nominations for the 
24 categories.  Despite the controversy 
and criticism throughout the year, the 
nominations in all categories earned 
praise from critics and audiences alike.  
Ceely called the selection “A great 
diverse collection.  I’m really excited 
for them this year”.  
  This year the Oscars earned positive 
reaction.  The show began quickly 
with announcing several awards such 
as Best Sound Editing/Mixing, Best 
Supporting Actress and several others.  
Spider-Man: Into the Spiderverse took 
the Oscar for Best Animated Feature, 
taking the win away from Disney-Pix-
ar’s Incredibles 2 and ending the long 

company reign of the category. 
  However, one upset was the victory 
of The Green Book for Best Picture. 
This film was about an African Ameri-
can pianist traveling by automobile 
through the deep south in 1960’s 
America, a region not normally hos-
pitable to African Americans from the 
north. His driver and bodyguard was 
an Italian American from New York. 
The light-hearted picture focused on 
the  contrast and eventual friendship 
between these two unlikely compan-
ions.  
  While the majority agreed with the 
choice, a vocal minority bashed the 
decision.  Director of BlackkKlansman 
Spike Lee said the decision was “a bad 
call from the sidelines.” Apparently, 
Lee believes his picture was better 
than The Green Book because it was a 
gritty, unsentimental look race rela-
tions in the 1970’s.
  The 91st Oscars, despite the heavy 
controversy, retained the pomp and cir-
cumstance the film industry is famous 
for.
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